Writing Advisory Board Minutes 11-28-07 
 
Present: Mary Bowser, Constance DeVereaux, Doug Enders, and Tiffany Shoop
 

The meeting came to order at 4: 00 pm.

 

The committee approved the minutes from the 11-28-07 meeting.

 

The committee then continued to revise the general education statement on Effective Communication. The following is the draft as it currently stands:

 

Effective Communication (Draft)
 
 
Need: Effective communication skills are the foundation of the educated, ethical individual and the productive global citizen as they offer a means for self-expression, continued learning, and civic participation in multiple contexts. 
 
Definition: In order to communicate effectively, individuals must understand the operations of language in the context of social, cultural, and discipline-specific norms. Effective communication requires fluency in expressing and articulating ideas, reading and listening actively, and using and understanding multiple modes of language delivery, including technology. 
Goal: The SU General Education program seeks to produce effective communicators, as described above. 
 

Outcomes: Students who complete the General Education program shall demonstrate the ability to: 
 
 

1.        Adapt oral and written presentations through analysis to fit an audience; 
                
2.        Convey ideas using information technology;
 
3. Research and use appropriate evidence ethically and appropriately to inform,   

  investigate, or persuade; 
 
4. Use the composing process (brainstorming, drafting, revising, and editing) in the development of texts; 
 
5. Distill a primary purpose into a single thesis statement;

6. Develop major points in a reasonable, organized, and convincing manner based on a thesis;

 
6.        Demonstrate a discipline’s conventions for communication;
 
7.        Present ideas using standard conventions of grammar, usage, and mechanics; 
  
8.        Document the ideas of others properly; 
 
10. Demonstrate active reading when communicating; and

11. Apply active listening when communicating.

 

The committee discussed the task of developing a rubric for assessing the outcomes of the Effective Communication goal as it looked at a template for the rubric given to them by Eric Leonard, director of General Education. Enders explained that the committee needed to produce criteria statements and definitions for each level of assessment of those statements (“limited proficiency,” “some proficiency,” “proficiency,” and “high proficiency”). Bowser suggested that some of the current outcome statements might require multiple criteria statements within the rubric to be assessed properly. This led to the question about the relationship between the outcome statements and the criteria statements.  Enders said he would ask Leonard if the committee needs to present the outcome statements as the corresponding criteria statements in the assessment rubric or if it only needs to align criteria statements with those outcomes. DeVereaux volunteered to send examples of a rubric with definitions of assessment rubric statements to the group. 

 

The meeting adjourned at 5:20 pm and the next meeting was scheduled for Wednesday, December 5.

