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Dear All,

I hope you are well and healthy.  What a remarkable and unforgettable year!  The year began with the
Project team organizing follow up activities from the first phase, such as a Reflective Structured Dialogue
(RSD) workshop in Sarajevo, presenting at various conferences such as the American Association of
Colleges and Universities (AAC&U), and finishing up our final report.  We were in the process of
organizing visitations and hosting similar to the first phase but the Coronavirus pandemic soon began to
spread and we quickly pivoted to instead hold virtual events such as online forums, monthly chats, and
even conferences.  We took the opportunity to launch our email listserv and website where we preserve
the legacy of Jamal Barzinji and share our latest news and events.  Specifically, we launched our Virtual
International Exchange (VIE) program or better known in North America as Collaborative Online
International Learning (COIL).  The program is connecting faculty and students from the United States,
Bosnia, and Malaysia so that they can work on collaborative projects related to interdisciplinary learning
and teaching.  

In reflecting on the challenges of the last year, I am proud that we have continued to model our mission
of innovation in higher education through global collaboration.  As the various quarantine orders were
enacted, we quickly adapted and learned the best practices in online communication such as organizing
virtual forums, conferences, and COIL.  The Project and its various partners were able to rise up to meet
the challenge and their desire to continue to deepen collaborations despite the significant obstacles
demonstrates the participants' commitment to our mission and vision and to the long term sustainability
of the relationships that were formed in the first phase.  

We were able to use technology to bring various people together and to learn new perspectives.  Studies
in social media have emerged demonstrating that the technology often links people to those like
themselves and creates virtual bubbles which leads to social polarization.  This polarization can lead to
fractured communities and even violence if intentional steps are not taken towards cross-cultural
communication.  In contrast, the Project was able to leverage technology towards its mission and vision of
connecting people from diverse backgrounds and innovating in higher education, thus demonstrating that
technology can help bring people together across borders, race, culture and religion.  I look forward to the
new innovations that we develop in the upcoming year 2021.   

In the end, I would like to thank the University’s leadership and the Barzinji family and friends for
supporting the Project and making it a success.  We would not be able to accomplish our mission and
vision without their assistance and guidance.

Sincerely,

Younus Y. Mirza
Director of Barzinji Project
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LETTER FROM THE DIRECTOR



BARZINJI FINAL REPORT     1

MILESTONES IN 2020

FEBRUARY 
Various Conference Presentations such
as at the American Association of
Colleges and Universities (AAC&U)

APRIL  
The Beginning of Virtual Forums

NOVEMBER 
IIUM Virtual Conference

DECEMBER
Launch of Virtual International
Exchange Program

JUNE 
Launch of Email Listserve

Barzinji Project milestones in 2020 included... 

MARCH 
Monthly Chats are Organized to Keep In
Touch During the Pandemic



Dr. Jamal Barzinji was an intellectual educator and community builder who advocated
for  “collective action on pressing contemporary issues. Education, health care, civil
rights, racial justice, gender equality — he did not view these as political or
intellectual debates, but as pivotal opportunities to create and ensure societal
harmony.” (Islamic Horizons, 2015) He was involved in the establishment of many major
Islamic organizations in the United States over the last four decades, including the
Islamic Society of North America (ISNA) and the International Institution of Islamic
Thought (IIIT), and previously served for many years as an academic dean at the
International Islamic University in Malaysia (Islamic Horizons, 2015). In order to honor
Dr. Barzinji’s legacy as an educator, community builder and humanitarian, Shenandoah
University launched the Jamal Barzinji Project for International Collaboration to
Advance Higher Education.

The Barzinji Project worked to upload a documentary of Dr. Jamal Barzinji on YouTube and
added a section on its website about his life. New fellows are encouraged to live out his
legacy, specifically his interest in global collaboration for innovation in higher education. 

LEGACY

BARZINJI FINAL REPORT     2

Imam Mohammed Maged, Seminar on Jamal Barzinji Short Visual Biography of Dr. Jamal Barzinji Legacy 

"Respect for humanity is the foundation of all interaction."

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=y0OLEDYYnCA&feature=youtu.be
https://www.su.edu/academics/barzinji-project/
https://youtu.be/gD5CDxLbj5w?list=PLOqq3A_Bf1yRwrKlzySRZ7pGC_aXcy8MB
https://youtu.be/gD5CDxLbj5w?list=PLOqq3A_Bf1yRwrKlzySRZ7pGC_aXcy8MB
https://youtu.be/y0OLEDYYnCA
https://youtu.be/y0OLEDYYnCA
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FINAL REPORT

The Barzinji Project finished its final report from its first
phase.  Key recommendations are to invest more in
virtual exchange, online learning and in-person
workshops. Read the final report here. 

https://q8rkuwu1ti4vaqw33x41zocd-wpengine.netdna-ssl.com/academics/files/2020/09/Barzinji-Project-Final-Report-Final.pdf


The American Association of Colleges and Universities (AAC&U) “Shaping the Future of
Higher Education” conference. Project members Dr. Adrienne Bloss, Dr. Betsy Hayes, Dr.
Jamie Frueh and Dr. Younus Mirza presented on “Cultural Assumptions of Civil Discourse: A
Global Exploration and Lessons for American Campuses”.

Association of International Education Administrators (AIEA) conference on “Rethinking
Comprehensive Internationalization for a Global Generation.” Project members Dr. Bethany
Galipeau- Konate, Dr. Jamie Frueh, Dr. Mohamad Haniki, and Dr. Dzenana Husremović
discussed international education and internationalization on a multi-institution level.

The American Association of Colleges and Universities (AAC&U) annual Global Learning
Conference.  Project members Dr. Dzenana Husremović, Dr. Jamie Frueh, Dr. Younus Mirza
and Emily Hollins presented in the section of "Global Learning Adaptations" on the topic
of "Developing Virtual Forums to Engage Global Partner Institutions".

The Barzinji Project presented at 3 conferences: 

BARZINJI FINAL REPORT    4 

CONFERENCES

Barzinji Project members Bethany Galipeau-Konate, Dzenana Husremovic, Jamie Frueh, and
Haniki Mohamed present at the Association of International Educators Administrators (AIEA)
conference
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The Barzinji Project co-sponsors the first ever IIUM
conference on “Equality, Religious Harmony, and Peace.”  
In many ways, the Barzinji Project inspired the
conference with IIUM delegates taking the lead in
organizing the event and many of the Project’s alumni
speaking at the conference.

Learn more about the conference here.

VIRTUAL
CONFERENCES

The Barzinji Project organized eight virtual forums on a
variety of topics from “Ramadan Around the World” to
“Decolonizing the University”.  Over 500 participants
from around the world attended the programs and
watched the recordings. Virtual forums were on the
following topics: "Decolonizing the University",
"Engaging Students in Learning", "Race, Equity, and
Compassion in Teaching About Global Religious
Difference", "Quest for Meaning: Helping Students Find
Their Passion and Purpose", "Ramadan Around the
World", "Global Responses to the COVID-19 Crisis",
"Whole Institution Transformation for Sustainability", 
 and "Virtual Adaptations in the Era of Quarantine".

VIRTUAL FORUMS

https://conference.iium.edu.my/pcon/


The Barzinji Project launches its Virtual International Exchange Program.  Faculty and administrative
fellows from Shenandoah University, Bridgewater College, International Islamic University Malaysia
(IIUM) and University of Sarajevo will meet over a series of five workshops to develop collaborative online
projects for themselves and their students.
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VIRTUAL EXCHANGE
PROGRAM

The Barzinji Project pilots Soliya Exchange which virtually connects
Middle Eastern and North African students with those in the United
States.  Over forty students participated in the pilot.

Shenandoah University Professor Kevin Minister implemented the
exchange in two of his "Navigating Religious Difference" classes and
noted, “In the midst of a pandemic that has left so many students
feeling isolated in their learning experiences, the Soliya Connect
Program gave SU students the opportunity to have personal, small
group conversations with students from the MENA region about the
most pressing issues affecting their lives and how their different
communities are responding to those issues.  Through the Connect
Program, the students were able to apply in real life interactions the
knowledge and skills for navigating religious difference that they
were learning in my course and experience the difference that it can
make in forming mutual understanding across cultures about our
shared global challenges.”

SOLIYA EXCHANGE

In a unique instructional video, IIUM fellow ‘Atiah Abdullah Sidek and Bridgewater fellow Ady Dewey discuss how
they are out of the box thinkers and embrace change.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=4kkuNkIxuzE
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=4kkuNkIxuzE
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The Barzinji Project and Shenandoah University are
invited to submit two grants by Institute of
International Education (IIE) to help facilitate
collaboration with Palestinian Universities and to
promote virtual exchange with Middle Eastern and
North African Universities.

GRANTS

The Barzinji Project organized a Reflective Structured
Dialogue (RSD) Workshop at the University of Sarajevo
(UNSA).  Bridgewater delegate Betsy Hayes and SU
Steering Committee member Kevin Minister helped
facilitate the workshop while delegates Ahmed Colic,
Aid Smajic and Haris Ceric hosted the program.  IIUM
delegate Mohamad Haniki was also able to attend the
workshop.

WORKSHOPS

Project Director Younus Mirza meets with a Palestinan
delegate at IIE headquarters in Washington DC
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The Barzinji Project launched an email listserv to
update the community on its activities, events and
programs.  The listserve now has over 260
subscribers from around the world.

Join the Barzinji Project Listserv here. 

EMAIL LISTSERV

The Barzinji Project organizes monthly chats
with its partners to keep in touch and brainstorm
new ideas.

MONTHLY CHATS

https://dryounusmirza.us4.list-manage.com/subscribe?u=6a78dc6f607edb611760ae179&id=c0dd489f84

