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Dear All,

What a year! This last year was marked with the development of the brand new office at
Shenandoah University “Global Virtual Learning”. Global Virtual Learning will continue the
successes of the Barzinji Project such as building on the best practices in international
partnerships, harnessing technology to sustain and develop relationships, and promoting
innovation in higher education through global collaboration. Global Virtual Learning will be
continue to engage Muslim-Majority countries but also be open to the entire world creating the
possiblity for new partnerships and transformations.    

Among the key accomplishments in 2021 was to launch our own Collaborative Online
International Learning (COIL) program, one of the handful in the country. Through this workshop,
we train our faculty regarding the basics of COIL and they work with their international partner to
create shared modules which they will use in their classrooms with their students. We currently
have over 40 trained fellows impacting over a 1000 students globally. These students may not
have had the opportunity to travel abroad but they nonetheless gain an important international
experience through COIL. We also were able to secure three grants which could scale to over
200,000 dollars. These grants demonstrate that governments, global institutes and private
organizations are seeing the power of Global Virtual Learning as a tool to enhance education and
international collaboration.  

In our next phase, we aim to effectively integrate the virtual and in-person activities. While our
program will continue to be primarily virtual, we will work to have our fellows travel to deepen
their interactions such as to speak at conferences, guest lecture within each other's classrooms,
and teach classes at one another’s institutions. We plan to have an international visiting teaching
fellow here at Shenandoah and to send our faculty to visit their partner institutions and learn
about other countries’ cultures. We are launching a new global service pillar where faculty, staff
and students create a project around the UN Sustainable Development Goal of Zero Hunger. We
will continue to apply for grants that are inline with our strategic plan and mission as well our
current projects and activities. It is an exciting time in Global Virtual Learning and I look forward
to the year ahead! Thank you for your support! 

Sincerely,

Younus Y. Mirza
Director Global Virtual Learning
Director of Barzinji Project
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LETTER FROM THE DIRECTOR 

https://sdgs.un.org/goals


Associate Provost Amy Sarch has taken over as supervisor of Global Virtual Learning and
the Barzinji Project. As Dr. Sarch observes, “Dr. Mirza’s incredible work leading the
Barzinji Project paved the way for Global Virtual Learning at Shenandoah University. We
are so lucky to have Dr. Mirza’s experience, energy, and vision to help us integrate global
partnerships into the classroom across the university.” In her role as Associate Provost for
Academic Affairs, Dr. Sarch oversees numerous programs and divisions across Shenandoah
University, including the general education program, Going Global First Year Seminar,
Shenandoah Conversations, International Programs, and now Global Virtual Learning.  Dr.
Sarch brings to Global Virtual Learning her expertise in curriculum development and
reform which has received national attention and accolades.  Dr. Amy Sarch replaced
Provost Adrienne Bloss as supervisor of the project when Dr. Bloss retired in June.

GLOBAL VIRTUAL LEARNING RECEIVES NEW SUPERVISOR 
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GLOBAL VIRTUAL LEARNING WORKSHOPS

Global Virtual Learning organized 2 workshops on Collaborative Online International Learning
(COIL) where it teaches faculty how to create a shared module in their classes where their
students interact with international ones. The first workshop was organized by internationally
renowned consultant Greg Tuke and then the second by Shenandoah University faculty and staff -
Ting-Yu Chen, Karrin Lukacs, Alanna Ropchock Tierno, Catherine Shiffman, Vicky Spencer. We
currently have over 40 trained fellows impacting over a 1000 students globally. Please see the
Spring and Fall cohorts and the Spring and Fall collaborative projects. 

Shenandoah University Professor Kelley Crowley attended the Fall workshop and
shared:

“COIL is not just an opportunity to work with international partners but it is a chance to
reinvigorate your teaching with new technology, new practices, and new students. My
participation in COIL challenged me and my class to embrace unfamiliar constructs of
time, language, and culture. Making new friends, learning new modes of working, and
doing it as a group makes this learning experiment an enriching experience.”

Shenandoah University undergraduate student Madison Gray who is Exercise
Science major (picture below) did a virtual exchange in one of her classes and
noted: 

“The virtual exchange experience with the students from Egypt made me both excited
and proud to broaden my cultural horizon. While exchanging information with the
Egyptian students we found that what we thought were going to be large amounts of
differences in opinions and perspectives, ended up being quite the opposite. After the
virtual exchange I was indulged in their exciting and vivid culture and I gained a strong
sense of camaraderie, which exhibits the strength of simply communicating a couple
times over Zoom.”

Shenandoah junior Josephine Saikali who is studying Environmental Science also
observed:
 
“Being able to converse and interact with students my own age but who live in Egypt
was a super unique experience that I wouldn't be able to have if I wasn't taking
Professor Mirza's class. It was very insightful to learn about their own experiences with
Islam and their culture! Every single discussion with them left me with some things
answered, but even more questions swirling in my head. Being a second gen Lebanese-
American, it isn't very often that I get presented with the opportunity to talk to other
Arabs my age, but in the academic environment; I appreciated it very much! 
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https://www.su.edu/blog/2021/02/19/the-barzinji-project-announces-its-virtual-international-exchange-fellows-2/
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1dLL47cRDRdThduIYIREJQ8LE3--YI2Lh/view?usp=sharing
https://www.su.edu/blog/2021/04/05/the-barzinji-project-announces-collaborative-projects-designed-in-coil-workshop/
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1zjJdSm3OfhIAavzbCmSOUc2n2S-54npM/view?usp=sharing


Professor Vicky Spencer presented at the International Virtual Exchange Conference (IVEC)
on "Using COIL to Support Student Learning Across Cultures, Countries and Disciplines"
and spoke about her collaboration with a colleague in Australia.  

Dr. Younus Mirza spoke at the International Virtual Exchange Conference (IVEC) about
"Getting started 'on a shoestring': Institutionalizing virtual exchange with minimal
financial investment" about cost effective ways to promote and scale COIL.  

Professors Karrin Lukacs, Catherine Shiffman, and Younus Mirza spoke at the American
Academy of Colleges and Universities Global Learning Conference. The presenters spoke
about the history of Global Virtual Learning at SU how it engages faculty and has scaled
virtual exchange with a new workshop. Around 50 participants from universities around
the country attended the session. 

Professor Catherine Shiffman presented at the International Council of Professors of
Educational Leadership (ICPEL) Conference regarding virtual exchange and educational
leadership. The title of her talk was “Bringing the world into the educational leadership
classroom through virtual exchange.”

Professors Dina Sijamhodžić-Nadarević (University of Sarajevo) and Catherine Dunn
Shiffman (Shenandoah University) presented at the Educational Leaders Without Borders
Conference. They presented their virtual international exchange experiences and how
intercultural and interreligious values of equity, diversity, inclusion and solidarity are
understood and promoted in college education programs. 

Global Virtual Learning presented at 5 national and international conferences demonstrating
that Shenandoah is increasingly developing its presence in the virtual exchange and COIL
space.  

GLOBAL VIRTUAL LEARNING CONFERENCES 
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https://drive.google.com/file/d/1wWXrbY2mrfYA4lZAT4GS3ZV2g43oqvCb/view
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1CEq84ZTirtVgwBdcWlT2NV897N3hFzue/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1CEq84ZTirtVgwBdcWlT2NV897N3hFzue/view?usp=sharing
https://www.su.edu/academics/academic-resources-information/center-for-teaching-and-learning-2/transformative-teaching-and-learning-2/meet-the-ttl-team/
https://www.su.edu/faculty-staff/faculty/catherine-dunn-shiffman/
https://www.su.edu/faculty-staff/faculty/catherine-dunn-shiffman/
https://www.icpel.org/2021-virtual-conference.html
https://www.su.edu/blog/2021/02/the-barzinji-project-announces-its-virtual-international-exchange-fellows-2/
http://www.educationalleaderswithoutborders.com/2021-conference.html


$40,000 seed grant is through IIE’s Sustainable U.S. –
Palestinian Higher Education Partnerships Program 

 Pilgrimage VR 

The Harnessing Innovation through Virtual Exchange for
Enhanced Results (HIVER) 

Global Virtual Learning helps secure 3 grants for Shenandoah
University:

The grant “aims to increase internationalization efforts between U.S.
and Palestinian institutions through innovative, sustainable
partnerships,” according to IIE’s website. The joint effort will begin
with the establishment of a framework for the collaboration and the
development of a proof-of-concept VR platform to help students learn
fundamental skills taught through nursing school labs. “This
partnership is unique because it introduces virtual reality to global
virtual learning and partners with schools in the Arab world. It further
positions Shenandoah University as a leader in virtual exchange and
Collaborative Online International Learning (COIL),” said Shenandoah
Director of Global Virtual Learning Younus Mirza, Ph.D. Shenandoah
will contribute to the project through the capabilities and resources of
the virtual reality design program 
and its laboratories, led by this project’s Principal Investigator
Mohammad F. Obeid, Ph.D., assistant professor and director of
Shenandoah’s AR/VR program, who has expertise with medically
oriented simulations. Shenandoah was one of three American
universities selected for this program along with the University of
Notre Dame 

This project will entail an exploration of virtual reality towards a
simulation, experience, and training platform for Hajj and Umrah,
including a research paper and project scope. The grant is from the
Center for Islam in the Contemporary World (CICW) at Shenandoah
University and could scale up to 100,000 dollars. 

This program is a virtual exchange initiative with the goal of building
university students' intercultural competencies in a local and
international context so that they are equipped to succeed in our
interconnected world and can help address important global
challenges. The HIVER grant will enhance SU’s COIL program by
providing travel opportunities to the various fellows. The grant is from
the International Institute of Education (IIE).

GLOBAL VIRTUAL LEARNING GRANTS 
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https://www.su.edu/blog/2021/10/19/shenandoah-university-vr-program-receives-seed-grant-to-support-international-collaboration/
https://www.su.edu/blog/2021/10/19/shenandoah-university-vr-program-receives-seed-grant-to-support-international-collaboration/
https://www.su.edu/blog/2021/10/19/shenandoah-university-vr-program-receives-seed-grant-to-support-international-collaboration/
https://www.iie.org/en/Programs/Palestinian-Higher-Education-Partnerships-(SUPHEP)-Program
https://www.su.edu/applied-technology/virtual-reality-design/
https://www.su.edu/faculty-staff/faculty/mohammad-f-obeid/
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GLOBAL VIRTUAL LEARNING LECTURES

Global Virtual Learning facilitated 2 lectures. First, we hosted an internationally renowned COIL
consultant for a talk on “Getting Started with COIL.” The event was attended by 50 guests in-
person and virtually and has almost 200 views on YouTube. Second, Shenandoah University’s Dr.
Kelley Crowleygave the keynote address at the Educational Linguistics webinar in Malaysia. The
lecture was an outgrowth of the Fall 2021 COIL Training.  

LAUNCH OF YOUTUBE CHANNEL

Global Virtual Learning launches its own YouTube channel where visitors can watch videos of
faculty collaborations and student projects. Future examples of global virtual learning will be
uploaded to the site. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=4uaa9ihAMNQ&list=PLBHuZOVoWUqkLpAUHIFqToH7lXjH_cGuq
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCxmOxOF7HAdEJXhtzue9Upg


BARZINJI ANNUAL REPORT     7

GLOBAL VIRTUAL LEARNING PUBLICATIONS

Global Virtual Learning faculty begin to publish on virtual exchange. Shenandoah University
Professor and COIL Fellow Vicky Spencer has published in the Journal GLOCER which focuses on
advances in global education and research. In her article "On Using a Virtual Format to Support
Student Learning Across Cultures, Countries and Disciplines," Professor Spencer speaks about
her experience doing virtual exchange with a colleague in Australia. Shenandoah University
Professor Catherine Shiffman and University of Sarajevo Professor Dina Sijamhodžić-Nadarević
have an article entitled "Bringing the World into University Educator and Leadership Classes
with Virtual Exchange: A Practical Guide for Faculty" in the forthcoming edited volume Recipes
to Combat the 'isms'.

GLOBAL VIRTUAL LEARNING AWARDS

COIL fellow Dr. ‘Atiah Abdullah Sidek from IIUM wins a best educator award. Dr. ‘Atiah cited
COIL as part of her innovative pedagogy. Her COIL partner Dr. Ady Dewey (Bridgewater College)
wrote a recommendation letter for her which enhanced her application.

https://www.su.edu/faculty-staff/faculty/vicky-spencer-ph-d-bcba-d/
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1wWXrbY2mrfYA4lZAT4GS3ZV2g43oqvCb/view?usp=sharing

