
 
ADMISSION & APPLICATION  

 

Start  Term  
Summer 2023 
 
Admission Deadl ine 
May 1 
Applications are accepted on a space-available 
basis 
 
Format/Location 
Winchester Main Campus, summers only 

Audition: Not Required 
GRE: Not Required 
 
 
 
How to Apply 
Begin the online application process by going to 
www.su.edu/conapp. 
 
 
Contact Us 
Dr. Stephanie Standerfer 
Director of Music Education 
sstander@su.edu 
 
Office of Graduate Admissions 
SUGradAdmissions@su.edu 
call: 540-665-4581 | text: 540-401-5709 
 
Office of Financial Aid 
https://www.su.edu/financial-aid/incoming-graduate-aid/ 
finaid@su.edu | call: 540-665-4538 
 
 
International  Appl icants 
International transcript evaluation by an 
accredited agency is an admission requirement. 
Approved services are listed at www.naces.org/ 
and http://aice-eval.org/. 
 

Language Proficiency Requirement must be met. 
Submission of TOEFL, IELTS, PTE, or Duolingo 
English Test may be required. See our policy for full 
details: 
https://www.su.edu/admissions/international-
students 

 
 
 

 

 
PROGRAM DESCRIPTION 
 
Shenandoah Conservatory has served as a leader in music education since 1875.  
Our Master of Music Education degree is designed for the practicing music educator 
and features targeted study in pedagogy, scholarship and musicianship. The degree 
is uniquely designed to increase students’ skills as reflective musician teachers.  
Part-time and summers-only programs of study are available to teachers who hold 
full-time teaching positions.  The degree can be completed in three summers.  
Shenandoah Conservatory supports graduate study in music education through a 
substantial tuition discount. 

PROGRAM PREREQUISITES 

• Baccalaureate degree* - a Bachelor of Music or the equivalent with a 
minimum GPA of 2.5. 

ADMISSIONS REQUIREMENTS 

• Graduate Application for admission and $30 application fee 
• Unofficial transcripts for initial admission from all institutions of higher 

education previously attended 
• Essay addressing your interest int eh program and your professional goals 

(500 words) 
• Curriculum Vitae/Resume 

o Must include at least one full year of teaching experience at 
elementary or secondary school levels in a private or public school 

*Most applicants present a baccalaureate degree in music education and are licensed 
teachers. Specific teacher licensure requirements are generally met through an approved 
undergraduate degree. Applications who do not hold licensure may be admitted under special 
circumstances. 

CURRICULUM 

Course Title Credits 
MUED 601 Research in Music Education 3 
MUED 603 History and Philosophy of Music Education 3 
MUED 605 Curriculum and Assessment in Music Education 3 
MUED 620 Contemporary Issues in Music Education 3 
MUCO 560 Rehearsal Techniques and Score Analysis 

  
2 

MUED 612 Psychology of Music Teaching and Learning 3 
MUCC Music Literature or Theory elective (3) 6 
MUCC Music Education Workshops 3 
CONR 698 Research/Teaching Project 4 
 Comprehensive Exam Pass/Fail 
 Total 30 
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Master of Music Education 
A Three-year, Summer-intensive Professional Degree Program (30 credit hours) 
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 ABOUT SHENANDOAH CONSERVATORY 

Shenandoah University’s world-renowned Shenandoah 
Conservatory offers intense, specialized, professional training 
in music, theatre, and dance. Students work with a faculty of 
active professionals as they develop artistically and 
intellectually for careers in the performing arts. Fully 
accredited by the Southern Association of Colleges and 
Schools (SACS), Shenandoah Conservatory offers degrees at 
the baccalaureate, master’s, artist diploma, and doctoral 
levels and produces performances each year.  

 

FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS 

 
Does the program accept transfer credits? 

Up to 9 graduate credits may be transferred when earned at 
an accredited institution. All transfer credit must fulfill 
curricular requirements or electives and have an earned 
grade of B- or higher. All applied instruction must be 
completed at Shenandoah Conservatory – no transfer credit 
is accepted in this area. Based on a complete transfer credit 
analysis, the Director of Music Education makes final 
decisions regarding transfer credit. 
 
When do classes meet? 
 
Classes typically meet on campus in June and July with some 
additional online components before and after scheduled in-
person meetings. 
 
Can students stay on campus during summer classes? 

Yes, there are housing options during the summer. Please 
contact Residence Life at reslife@su.edu for more 
information.  

Are there opportunities for graduate assistantships? 

Master of Music Education students are not eligible to apply 
for conservatory graduate assistantships due to the format of 
the summers-only program. 

How long will the MME program take? 
 
The MME program can be completed in three summers with 
the capstone Research Teaching Project designed and taught 
during the fall and spring of the second year. 

 

 

Dr. Stephanie Standerfer 
Director of Music Education 

 

Dr. Standerfer teaches undergraduate and 
graduate level courses that include choral/general 
music methods, curriculum, foundations, and 
research. K-12 public school music teaching in 
Colorado and Virginia informs her courses and 
research. She is an accomplished pedagogue, 
researcher, and author. She is also the author of 
Line by Line: Progressive Staff Method 
Arrangements for Elementary Music Literacy. Her 
degrees include a Bachelor of Music Education 
from the University of Colorado and both Master of 
Education and Doctor of Philosophy degrees from 
the University of Virginia. 

 

CAMPUS LOCATION: WINCHESTER 

 

OHRSTROM BRYANT THEATRE 

The 630-seat Ohrstom-Bryant Theatre provides a 
world-class venue for Shenandoah Conservatory’s 
music, theatre, and dance students, faculty, and 
guest artists. 

 


