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The Defendants

Moore v. Dempsey
?Frank Moore
?E.D.  Hicks
?J.E. Knox
?Ed Coleman
?Paul Hall

Additional Cases
?Albert Giles
?Joseph Fox
?Alfred Banks, Jr.
?Will Wordlow
?Frank Hicks
?Ed Ware
?John Martin
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Moore v. Dempsey

? A grand jury of white men was organized on October 27 with one of the 
Committee of Seven and, it is alleged, with many of a posse organized to 
fight the blacks upon it, and, on the morning of the 29th, the indictment 
was returned. 

? On November 3, the petitioners were brought into Court, informed that a 
certain lawyer was appointed their counsel, and were placed on trial 
before a white jury -- blacks being systematically excluded from both grand 
and petit juries.



Moore v. Dempsey

? The Court and neighborhood were thronged with an adverse crowd that 
threatened the most dangerous consequences to anyone interfering with 
the desired result. 

? The counsel did not 
? venture to demand delay or a change of venue, 

? to challenge a juryman or to ask for separate trials. 

? He had had no preliminary consultation with the accused, 

? called no witnesses for the defence, although they could have been produced, 
and 

? did not put the defendants on the stand.



Moore v. Dempsey

? The trial lasted about three-quarters of an hour, and in less than five 
minutes, the jury brought in a verdict of guilty of murder in the first degree. 

? According to the allegations and affidavits, 
? there never was a chance for the petitioners to be acquitted; no juryman could 

have voted for an acquittal and continued to live in Phillips County, and

? if any prisoner by any chance had been acquitted by a jury, he could not have 
escaped the mob.



Moore v. Dempsey

? The averments as to the prejudice by which the trial was environed have some 
corroboration in appeals to the Governor, about a year later, earnestly urging him 
not to interfere with the execution of the petitioners. 

? One came from five members of the Committee of Seven, and stated, in addition 
to what has been quoted heretofore, that 
? "all our citizens are of the opinion that the law should take its course." 

? Another, from a part of the American Legion, protests against a contemplated 
commutation of the sentence of four of the petitioners and repeats that a
?  "solemn promise was given by the leading citizens of the community that, if the guilty 

parties were not lynched, and let the law take its course, that justice would be done 
and the majesty of the law upheld."


